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continue our support for the full implemen-
tation of Security Council Resolution 1244
and for UNMIK and KFOR’s efforts to es-
tablish in Kosovo a safe environment for all
individuals regardless of their ethnic, reli-
gious or other affiliation. We will lay the
foundations for an effective administrative
and judicial system, just as we will continue
our strong support for the work of SFOR and
the High Representative in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. We call upon Croatia to take
steps to ensure that its parliamentary and
presidential election processes are free and
fair, in accordance with democratic prin-
ciples and OSCE standards.

We are further strengthening our coopera-
tion with all the countries of Southeastern
Europe in fulfillment of the goals and com-
mitments of the Stability Pact. Led by the
European Union and strongly supported by
the United States, the Pact has achieved
much since the Sarajevo Summit last July,
including specific steps to improve the in-
vestment climate, fight corruption, control
small arms and light weapons, implement
commitments on weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and advance democracy and human
rights throughout the region. The countries
of the region will play an essential role in
implementing the Pact and have recognized
the importance of accelerating overall eco-
nomic and political reforms. There is now
much work to do in the months ahead to
transform the commitments of each country
into concrete progress and to prepare for a
Regional Funding Conference to be held in
the first quarter of 2000. The European
Union and the United States have made clear
their readiness to provide assistance for re-
gional reform efforts and to fight corruption
and organized crime, build sound public in-
stitutions, mobilize private investment, and
expand trade. We intend to work closely with
Southeastern Europe to take full advantage
of the opportunity before us at the verge of
a new century to forge greater stability and
advance the region’s integration into the
Euro-Atlantic mainstream.
NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

United States-European Union
Summit Statement on the World
Trade Organization

December 17, 1999

The United States and the European
Union consider the multilateral trading sys-
tem one of the world’s principal bulwarks of
peace, sustainable development, and eco-
nomic growth; and a primary engine for ris-
ing living standards and broad-based pros-
perity in the future. As we approach the new
century, we must ensure that the trading sys-
tem retains its dynamism and ability to re-
spond to changing needs of an increasingly
diverse membership.

Accordingly, both sides note their dis-
appointment at the failure to reach agree-
ment on a new Round of trade negotiations
at Seattle, but they agree it is now important
to find a way forward. In this context, the
EU and the US both pledge continued readi-
ness to work with Director General Mike
Moore and our partners to launch an inclu-
sive new Round as soon as possible. A new
Round has to be definitively different from
its predecessors. It should encompass the
built in agenda of agriculture and services,
further and effective market access liberal-
ization, support our efforts to harness
globalization by strengthening and extending
WTO rules, and address the concerns of both
developing countries and civil society.

With the Director General and all other
members of the WTO, we need to take full
account of the lessons of Seattle. In par-
ticular, work should be directed towards a
set of measures that will: provide better op-
portunities for wider participation by all
members (including developing countries) in
the decisionmaking processes of the WTO;
offer greater transparency (both within the
organization and vis a vis the outside world);
and improve public access, including through
broader access to WTO documents and
enhanced consultation procedures with civil
society. This work should also consider
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measures to improve the efficiency of the
WTO, and to boost overall public support for
the organization. We should also seek agree-
ment by all members on the separate review
of WTO dispute settlement procedures, in-
cluding measures to enhance transparency.

The US and EU are committed to maxi-
mizing the benefits developing countries gain
from being in the WTO. We agreed to take
forward a preferential market access initia-
tive for least developed WTO members, ini-
tially with our Quad partners. We will work
with other WTO Members to establish as
soon as possible a new, revitalized program
for capacity building and technical assistance
undertaken by the WTO, beginning with the
Integrated Framework established in 1996,
and in cooperation with other international
institutions. We also agreed to consider what
we would do to address the concerns of a
number of developing countries with imple-
mentation of existing multilateral trade
agreements.

On issues of interest to our civil societies,
we agreed that changes to global economy
have brought new challenges to the trading
system. Nowhere is that evident than the de-
bate that is now joined regarding the rela-
tionship between trade and labor. The US
and EU are committed to working with our
partners to engage the WTO and ILO in a
constructive dialogue, including consider-
ation of the relationship between core labor
standards, further liberalization, trade policy
and social development, in order to foster
understanding and consensus. And on trade
and environment, we will work together to
ensure that trade rules support and do not
undermine the ability of governments to es-
tablish and achieve high levels of environ-
mental protection.

The cooperative relationship between the
US and the EU has been crucial to the devel-
opment of the multilateral trading system
over the past 50 years. We recognize our
shared responsibilities to continue this work,
but also the need to involve all our WTO
partners more directly. This will pave the way
for continued prosperity, sustainable devel-
opment, and long-term growth for the 21st
century.
NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 11
In the morning, the President traveled to

Fort Lauderdale, FL.
In the evening, the President traveled to

Miami, FL, and later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC., arriving after midnight.

December 12
In the evening, the President and Hillary

Clinton attended the annual ‘‘Christmas in
Washington’’ celebration at the National
Building Museum.

December 14
In the afternoon, the President met with

Filipino veterans of World War II at the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office
Building.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Gus Weill as a member of the J.
William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship
Board.

December 15
In the morning, the President met sepa-

rately with Prime Minister Ehud Barak of
Israel and Minister of Foreign Affairs Farouk
al-Shara of Syria in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Amanda Aguirre, Jeffrey Brandon,
Carlos Rene Gonzales, Rosemarie Marshall
Johnson, Laurance N. Nickey, Blair Sadler,
Catherine Torres, and Paul Villas as mem-
bers of the U.S. section of the United States-
Mexico Border Health Commission.

December 16
In the morning, the President had an

interview with Peter Jennings of ABC News
in the Diplomatic Reception Room.

In the afternoon, the President met sepa-
rately with Prime Minister Ehud Barak of
Israel and Minister of Foreign Affairs Farouk
al-Shara of Syria in the Oval Office.


